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THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

Report of Major-General Burnside.

e

New-Yorg, November 138, 1863,
To the AdjutansGeneral, U. 8. A, Washington, D. €.

Sir- I have the honor to make the following
report of the operations of the Army of the Potowae
during the time it was nnder my communid.

On the 7th day of Novembor, 1s62 Gen, Buckingbom
arrived at mwy hend quarters at Orleans, Va., with “'".
following order und ‘etier:

Wak Drranraest, Ansorasy (Gryenal

W asnNGTON, Nov

% Ornee. §
- ' \

of the Presidont
Med o livy

L =Byt

Gewenal Ouners, Mo

of the Uritod =t it s order il e ;
e velivved fron, ot and of the Anwy of the Potomse
and that Major-Gen. Nurneide take the eommand of that

Anuy

By ordur of the Seeretary of War. ;
g D), Towxsiwp, Awst. Adjb Lien
Wan DEPANTHENT
WaARLISGTOS UITY, SJow, 5 12
or. Gen, Prnssing, Commanids A

Geseral: Tmuedin'ely on mssiriig pand of the Army
af the Potomne, voo will rvpert the position of yonr troops
aud wint you purposs doisg wil them Viery iy

your ubcillgl.tu"ul-l . W. Hatteon, Gen s vl
After some consultation it wes declled that Get

Puckivgham and mysell sbould proceed te the hend
quartess of Gen, MeClolian, then at Rectortown, wher
sho ordor relleving Gen. MeClellun wean delivered t
Bhin, aftor whioh it was desided that the ond
Bad already been issued by Gen, MeClellan d
the movements of the army lor cobecniral
Warrenton, with a view to sveumnlating supp
for other purie yelil e onrrdmd ont, il
should remuln in of nd of the army ar
Warrenton
Tt was un
menr ax possible nodor oo

L |
s

s

i

R

tt
1t we aeached

moving ns
TR’
I

lerstood that the army was the
riuin general

tained in a letser from the President tot ] e §) 2
a O for the pampaien bed boen chaoged with the ehange of |
e I# e eraf oo dob - 4 | !
l.n:-lig:-wr::“h was senl Lo me undor cov commnuders; and thne the land trajiu was not yet res|
| guired
> . OF wy, Wasmvaron Nov, 11, 1 i 4 - v : _
Moo ,’.*.T'::r.-.ﬁ:'.: ?'“1--" PRE— He visited Gen, Wondbary's offion peain on the marn.
Grxenan: Your dipat =th was peeeived Inst even. | IE of the 150h, dud not find lw in, bo tifermel
that be lind 1 kow Gion, Talleck; 10 walls

ng st 8 o'clock. | teiegraped to vou this erniie to AETalicy

» meeting for bo moTTow I hope to hear Pom you ton izl | Je
Linclowe you hetewith n copy of tey 1 the Pros | goenived from Lient. Comstock, my Chief ]
dent to (irl M Ulullns 'I:‘:'h’l"-lu'--' th G ; . ':. S ':’ wishing to know if ho (ol Spenlding), with bis pop- |
to earefully consider Lhat & TETH Ly bt [ toon train bnd Dbern beard from.  After sotwe time
.::olrh':l'.ath:. so that we may talk it aver undersiansingly § I. Gen, Woodburs ¢ame is, and in the conrse of conver
Gen. Melgs and Uen. [laupt will acenimpany e Yitira N rigwated the omder 10 put the peatoah trod
tuly, H. W, Hareeex. sooncdne il e fa t oan they seris I Tt should be
On the 9th day of November, Gen, MeUlellan ise bored thnt this w on the Fith
y ufter | which wonld huve b

an order retitiquisking the commanil of the are
which an order was issued from my seudjnarters
suminLg command.

The position of the aiffe. eut corjs of the aripy was
o followe: ”

First, Sectnd and Fifth Corra. near Warrenton.

Sixth Corpe, at New-Baltimore,

Ninth Corps, with Stonemun's and Whi
$onn. on both sides of the viver, in the nel
Waterion

Eleventh Corps, at Gaipsville, Now Balthmere
sbe Gap.

Pleasenton st Juffersou aud Amissvilie, with advan e

nnd |
|

but from Information In my possesslon ne to the condi.
tiog of the ford, 1 deoided that it was Jmpracticable to
croms lnrge bodios of troups at thut place, It waa ofwr.
wird nsoortmned that they coul 1 not hive erossed,

Om my mrrival at Falmouth on the 15th, T dispatehied
to Gon, Halleek's Chicf of Staff » report which cx-
platned the movements of troops up to that dote, and
who stated the faot o |
trains, These pottoon tratus and supplies, which wers
expected to meet ue on onr arrival ot Fulmouth, conld
bave heen roadily moved overland in time fur our pur-
poses in perfeet safety, nx they would all the time have
hoen between our wrmy sud the Potomes Hiver, and
bird they started from Washington st the promised
I:u.r thex wonld have eortalnty renched Staffurd Court
Tous i 1

« 8 Boom i 1o sdvancs of Gen, Frapk!in's Grand

| Division, and fiow thit point they could have been for- |

warded by bis teams to Falwouth, if the teams from
Washingson hwd necded rest,

On thie S35, 1 vl rom these teaies, I sent a
renort to Gien, Halleok, Tt appeared afterward that no
supplies had heen startml oreriand as wupgested o my
plur of ojwratic nuel the pmur-m'limill did not leave
Woshington untl frornoon of the 1Mh: two days
after the nrrival of the ¢ pee of the army at Fal
month, wod See doye afie v artival of the poutpous
in Wiskidngion from
From the
of the pantoons, aned from o
1 learted that the order of the
Capt. Duape of the stafl
from Berlin to Woelin with his train, wns not re
eedved by Cal, Spouldiog outdl 1 20h doet ; that he
then af onee gave the Beecssary direetious for earryiug
otit the order, after which he pr oreded to Washing
ton, arviving there ot |
od to Gon, Wondbary. at ks rosidenes in the ity
putme night, and w quested to enll ot the Ger =
office the next 1 ing. the 14k, Col. Sprolding called
nupon Cen, We nt thie hoor appolated on the worn.
il was requested by the General to
wl upon Gop, Halleek,  In nbout one
mry reigroed snd direeted Col. Span!
dinge 4o put his ponted terinl in depot ut the brjeade
shops on the Auncest! Jiver, toar Washingion. es fust
s 1t nrrived feome Iherlin, and go intoenmp there with

o The the 1 ennaldered this us countermand.
» order to mi ) the oeorlund pontoon teain
wwane that « Mot lollan hnd boen relioved
sl b wd, uferrid that the pla

¥ the
I jiper Toromne,

Ilan, to move

=1
ing ki
and

after the arile Al

g
g for Lis return was 1old thet o sl

baving urrived in W
b The sevond t1
view.. Loter oo t athior the day
Gov. Wondbary dnects Spouliiow 10 make
twe trndie o rafls o co by water, and o orgntize thy
nowe ang nepor] 1 fuor toons by Intd

D di tix Cal, Spanlding

s iy aftor the

i, il

rh, but e wis not impressed wig
putbance of spoed; Toither wan be viopowered
with auy speeiad nothority that would hiasten the jsailag
| of i EOetReary treasportsal
The pontocts v hich stan or Belle Plain ot rafl,

on Husel tiver, arrived thete on the 15th but se esgo=s Tor thelr
Bayard st Enppabannock Station and neighborhiond, | tratiaportation from that vlace were sont with 1w
Slocnm was ktill at Harper's Ferry and Favetteailic, stion glven o C 3 i that
There were no poutoons with the moving acny ot this I neither, 1o owledg f

time, and vor supplies hald rup very o _ i of thay Kind | given to
1t will be observed that dizections were gieen | lind 1l nogriven W

order from Gen. Halloek to me, dated Kov, & toreport £ the 1 4 have

at once a plan for the future opf ratiods of the army- | pineed on the rnits air

which was done.  This plan bl boeu Faily matared » wiieh point th X i

was at the time ur stood 1o be in acoords wilh t Falmouth Letuse

wiews of most of the prPminent general ofli hnd n 16t 1%

mand. 1t had been written oot aml v
ton, by Mojor E. M. Neill, on the 10t of
delivered io Gon, E. W. Callum, Cblefot Stadll th !
fngday; ulter whioh Geu, Haileck telogpraphed wothat
shought he would mect e st Warrenton on tie

day (the 12tn), which he Cid, ncotmpuvied by Gene | train, but was pat on d fo start with it

Meigs nud Haupt. auotu ol the 1Y (il day it ea d rain
During that night and the next morning we had lor e 1 i0p, 10 cutsequonce « I the rouds 0 vers

eonsultations, Gen, Halleck was strongly in f haitl,  Giroad exertions ade by Col. B 1o punk his

eontinuing the movepme ts of she army io the directin ' trafn wurd, hut betore ki I ot the Ceeodnan

of Colpepper and Gorduneville, and my ewn ulan Wwos he decided 1o raft Lis Iknts » renched thot viver |

lmed 1o take the
suitl thnt the
f the PPresi
n l was b

as strongly pdbered 1o by me, He de
ronpousibility of issuing an order, bu
whole matter would be 1#ft 1o the deciso!
dent; and ifthe Prosident approved oy §

hee
mouth of the r
He arrives

by which 1t wa

vl the gu
wvir ilore
Afler ar

ouile Wou,d nrrive
BITALe 10 preve
g 1o g0 by wat

or to make up the oy

|
itil the

hich pu
ot him at the
nt overiand

Laldy,

P o Bedle Flain, for
of B KNiner to o
nrimnls were

with his pontoons on the
ek Be wih encainped nesr

and have them towy

nt ap uffice

bt of the

e the main army 10 Falmouth, opponite Frod and by | !
:’:. and there cross the Happabannovk on polioon | gY neral headquarters
Iﬂ"—ifiw!t. which were to be rent from Wash'vgior | By ki wo the enciog had econeentrated a large
In my interview with Gen, Halleck, 1 sepresint furoo an opposite side of the rivre, 5o that it beeam
to him that soon after commencing the r at i | nocessary to wmake crrangemonts to oross o the foee of
0 a vigilant aod Tormi w furoe, ‘These arrangemenis

the dirootion of Froderioksburg, my teld
musication with Wushington weuld be br
that 1 relied upon bim to son that such parte of Wy pie
a8 required aotion in Wushington woulld be earile
He told me that evervthing required by me wou'd e
ocive his attention. and that be wld 6t enee arder b
telegraph the pontoon trains spoken of dn tuv plag,
would, npou his retors to Weshington, see that they
were promptly forwarded.
Afier his return, be pent me the follow iug telegrar
WasmiNoror, Nev 14 Dl
T Maj. Gen. A. E. Bransips, Cemmaniing Jdrwg of

Potemar
The President hax just assented to your plan. Lie think
wrill suecoed If you tiove rapidly, otherwise not
H. W. Harneex, Grneasldn s
This dispatel was reciived wt my Lomdguurt
Warrenton at 1} o'clovk on the morning of

14t

the
fnnt., and § 8t ovee wsoed orders fur the different com

mands to move i accordanee with the sbove -t
The remark in thin dispateh, indieating the preat ne
oeasity for 1he spredy movement of the troops was et |
tirely in sccordanen with nir own showws, an the season
was 80 far advanced thut Ilouked fur but Little time

which to move wie army effectivelr,

Gen, Sumners grand divislon started ot derlight ot
the morsing of tbe 15th, mod the grand d
Gena. Frankio and Hovker, togeiler wi
started on the 10th,  Gen. Sumoer's auv
Faimouth on the 17th.

Gen, Franklin concentrated his eommand st Binflord
Court-House, and Gen, Hooker his in the viein
Hartwiod, The eavalry was in the rear and cover
the fords of the Imp\g-nbw ock. The plan submited
by we on the b of Novewber will expluin folly the
reasvus for these movemwents. I contey ated, how- |
ever, ibe prompt starting of postooas from Washington |

ol
|

wHoR Teach "l

1 “l‘P"“’d this wouid oe attended to; bat, feciloe Jrlu.:h-- Chiof Quartermaster to have the prams ol the | trest.

anxious 1o know sometaipg defitite bn repard o Lo
before telegraphic communication sith Wasking to

ahouid be Interrupted, 1dirceted Lieut, Conmstock, my | :'l

Chiel-Engineer, on the morning of the 1th. 1o sk Gen |
Woadbury, by telegraph, if the pantoons ¥ere ronds to
move, Mot receiving an immediote reply, I diow N
him to telegraph to Gen Woulbury a second b
-n:s bim 10 forward the trains promwptiy. do this|
second dispatoh he recerved the fulluwivg aunwer ou
the morning of the 10th.

Wasnrxarox, Novw, 14, 1802

Liewt. Comarock: | have received your two telegruins to
day. On Speulding haa srrived, wnd o6 pomtoons bave
wrrived. Vm, mare sre expected ln the sooming. ( ant. |

iding reosived t‘.in. Dhane's order of the Bh on toe |
m:wu. of the J2th, Our powtoon train can be got sendy 1o
stard on Sundsy or Mouday moming (Nev. 16 or 15}, dejead
fing somewhat upon the Wosrteinmser's Depariment. e,
Halirck 18 not inclined to send snothes train by lasd but wil
sliow it, probably, if Gen. Burnside fnslats. A second iniu
ea be sent by water 1o Acquls Creek, wid from thence trane
ported by the teas which carty the first.
. ¥. Woopnrry, Hriz. (irn

This was my first information of delay ; but the siaw
ment that 36 pontoons bud arrieed. and 40 more were
ted next morning, vonnected with the starenment |
that the first trutn (which would have been omple for |
eur purposes) would slart on the otk or i, was
desmwed sufficient to wutburler me ju coutinung the
movemepts of the troops ns the pontooss wowli huve
arrived in very good time, had they started ae prowsed
although not 8o soon as | had expectod.

Afer tel 0 eammunieation batween my Heod
quarters Washington was Lroken, Geen, Wondbury
pent io the following dirputebes, v hich reached we by
erderlies, after my sirival at Falmouth

Hogra Exe. Baae., Waniineron, I 0
Nov. 15, J=Tpoam, )
Comsrock, Engincer, Gen. Buwnnde's Headguoriers

A of F.:
Major Spaulding has not becs sb
e . | will telegraph when Liv

to start st} a. @i to-mmoriaw.
m Bowers AL A G,

Hpgws E3e. Briw,, Wansisaros, D l.,i :

Rov, 1K, 1862, 3

Chiaf of Ges. Bvrenaid,

|

i to get off 10-day, e ez

orwn biv

Lieut, Conw

*}u. Jding bas been delaved in obtuining hinrness
mfz':. fur 50 pew boress. e ﬁl|~-.l-ll-a|!¢|f e
might. D. P. Woopsusy, Brig. Gen. Vol

On the 19th Gen, Hooker's Graud Division wos
Hartwood, and & portion of the cavalry ocenjded poei-
Rions above him, opposite the fords, whore they conld
wross upon Lhe receipt of the Decossary urdeas.

1t was my Intestion, and I so informed Geo. Halleok,

0

| 1o the meantme the 1

nra | throngh Lo

Phis 1stter cpposrs o}

1Lente 10 me

| e

| army In sueh

i | were not eompleted until about the 10th of December. | lower furd
nandies

BoCEmunt
e moTement
I ondtted

o ST 2

wy Awsestant
n from Lien. B
t the fords al
(ien, Hooker's) report,

1 detérmited to wake preparations to croes the river
Sutaker's Neck, atomt 34 miles bulow Frodericks
ar, and 4F the movemonts of the enemy favored the
romsing st that poivt, 10 avuil mysell of sach prepers
puth & conrse an his move

vement was favorabie fm
renarstions aterrcied the sitention
o made formidalie arreoge
lues

Tho noecss ry orders, boak written and vorbal, lad
been @iven for the troops 1o be in pendiness (o move
with the requisite smount of ammunition and supplioa,
fore dssuing fingl orders, §eoveladed that the snemy
would be more sut peient by 8 cPomelng at of near 1yed
epickshorg, whers we wors muking no preparations,
than by B eros stdeber's Neek," and 1 detes-
tuined to 1 sttempt al the tornidr place,

It was dee thinw four or five pantonn bhridpes
miruss the Twoe ¥t a point poar the *'1
Heowwe, wper purt of the bown; one near
the stenmbont lan
one nboot a mil
of, twant th
Final vrdors wote now given tothe comtmnnders of
the three grand dividons 1o concentrole their troops
near the places for the proposed bridg tn the Chiet
Engineer to make srrangements 1o throw the bridges

o Blie

river.

low, nod if there

. wWore ponteons
latier poinl.

positiore #s not (o jinzeds the jove
s« of the troops, and ot the pame time to be iu
peeiss, Lo fillow thair separute
s of snbsistence stores, furaes
: of Artillery to pist iy
fratieries so ne to r the working purties, whille they
were eonstructing tho bridges, and the army while
CrossineE

1n epeaking of the mosements of the troopa. 1 shall
a% near'y s possible confine myself 1o the movients
of the grand dizielons, and nust refor to the reporis
of the Cowm for wore detniled stutemenis

The right grand divislon (Gaen, Suliner) was daronted
ta cotigenirale near the ¢ and middie brid i the
loft proud division (Gen, Fraukiing near the bridivs
bedow the tevrn: the centor grand divisien (Len,
Hockert penr to nud in resr of Geon, Somner

hean prrangrimentt were mude with n vlew tothrou.
jug the bridges on the morping of the Yith of Deeen
b, Fhe eoomy Leld pussession of the City of Fredo.
rieksburg, and Lhe crest of ridge runulng Hrom w puln
on the Hver just nhove Falmouth te the Mase
wotae four miies below,  This ridge wa
city, forming au sngle with the R
tween the Fides wied the Fiver thete s & pERIN,
At the point where Feedeoiekalmre stotide, but widoniog
eut as H approsches the Mussnponax, On the north
side of the Siver tke i k
witben for placing the batlories which were Lo outn

wmand

epemiy'a  line, nesr the  Massaponax,

oecupying the erest or ridge in tear of the town,
T epeaking of thin erest or ridige 1 sbiall kpoak

patiie

a8 .
%o oross some of the cavalry, and, ibiy, a swail
Sores of light infantry and artiliery over the furds of the

sod Rapidan, with s view to maoving
upon fFrederickshurg and holding the sonth
the river while bridges were being Inid; but

of
She sbuve telograms, sntouncivg still farther delay iy
the arrival of meabk to cross the waln army, decided
oo in the already Lalf-forosd determination uot to
0 of the comwsnd on the opposite

aude of the river untdl I bhad the means for crosiug the
msin body. Bub ot events proved the wisdom of
this course, by i thilt pone ol thess foris are
for the sange of lurge bodles of troups
‘without the use of worary bridges; aod the puntoons
@id pot arrive until §8 20k
Tt is possible that Bie cavalry with some Helit infant-y
oould have crossed buth rivers and woved down 1o
¥redericksburg, on the soutu wide. but beforw the pon
soons armived, enabliog the entirs army o oroes, this
forve would have been calied ou to resist sl stisck from
...mmm»!um. Lee's nrmy.

on arriving at Falwouth on the 17th,
& portion of bis force over the forde

sview 1o laluog Frederickalurg;

Gen, Bulner,

by

| lery ou the Malls above

infantry placed gude

| Gen, Frankiin's comunni
without serious tronhle, sud afte
| with construciod at the same point.  The upper brid
| pear the Locy bouse snd the widdle bridge pear 1
| gteamboat intiding wary
when the encmy opened upon (b
wuskelry with such soverity s
the work, Our artillery was uon

| thiis foi being so dense as 1o make necurate tiring 1w
rpuulh&!- Frequunt attempts wero tsdo to eontinue
| the work, bul to ne purpose,

About toon the fog cleared away aud we we
with our artiflory 10 check the fire of e epcany.
consuitation with Gens
L0 seslme Lhe

rooNe |

e were stetioned with o view | 3
and getting o readiusse fur ,',

|

the lower part of the towo, |

dulle “gave us good opporti |

the town sod the plaos gpon which our trvups wore o |

view of interrupting the enemy s commanications, and
furcing Lim to figlt outelde hin futrenchmoents,  When
thie dutention wan ehandoned, i consequeace of the
heavy sunitentration of the enciuy at or desr Shloker's |
Neok and 1t bud beon docided 10 erves at or bear the |
wen, | boped to be abin to sl some point on the | gyl
wnd there- |
by wejrrate bis forees on the river below, from those

af itus | o
oevupied Uy 1o enemy; and shall eall the poiut tear the
Mg penax the right of the crost; and that onihe |
ol an rvar of, und above the town the ke and

rivit i 1

i 8 v ol our furcesit will be remembernod that | i:.::f.f,";,m,;, satie dirvetion,  SUll tbey Leve a strong lirce

Gy command war on evr extreme pighi, and | W puried with LaiteThes lnre. :

Giwr lin's commanid was on the extreme lell. ' 12 11, — Birney's divieiun fs now getting into position That
I e the night of nn; 10th, u;h: lbﬂdﬂ materind | done, Reynulds ;:”u :3;1“‘ N?:ml;"'i-m"'. ! .l.I:.,:. ot

Wi o1 to the proper polnts oa the River, und soon | the river "'uhhl' 3 ;l'umn l;“_ -r"-.-;_' ;_r i

A, ! front of Reyn N L] i 1 will betopro
aiter | ocetock in'the morning of the 11th, the working :"l-'"."'l \{,':M’: aisaee. A oolunin of the euemy's fufbatry

& vommonced throwing the Bridges, protected by |
r cover of ibe banks sod by artil-
Une of the lower hridges for
| was completed by 1050 8.,
rward o secoud bridge

a
A
whont two-thiras bullt wt 6w,
& wurkiug parties with
to couse them o loave
Lile to wiletiee this ftire,

re alle
Afiey
Huut and Woodbury, 1 dechled
workou the bridges and guve directions
Hunt's to pend

[ Massachneetts, at the u
) h 1 pper bridges and
New-York at the middle bridge, :hd the :I:c'l:i';'fg‘ﬂlh
woon driven from thelr positions,  The throwing of the
bridges was resamed dnd they were soon wfterward
fluisned,

Nu more difficult feat has been performed doring the
wWanr,

f the nop-sreive! of the poutoon | eneiny, by thess brave men, and 1 take pleasure in re- | 5ot be ma

ferring to the reports of Gen, Woodbury and Lieat. |
! (‘u;nk-tnel for a more detalled ucconnt uf’th].u galiant
L s
It wna now near nightfall; one Rrigade of Pranklin's
Divislon croased over the south side, drove the enemy’s
| plokets from the houses near the bridge head, and How
| “-T.d s Divielon together with o Brigade from the Ninth
I Carpa, hoth of Gen, Sumner's command, erossed over
on the upper and middle bridges nnd, after some sharp
skirmisking, ocoupiod the town before daylight ou the
| morting of the 19th,
| During this day (the 12th,) Sumner’s and Franklin's
| commands crovsed over and took position on the sosih
bank, and Gen. Hovker's Grond Ihvidion was beld in
rendinegs to st either the right, or left, or to press
the enemy ju cuse the otbier comwunds succceded in
| moving him,
| The line ne now establisbed was as follows: Becond
| Corps held the center and right of the town; Niuth

whole of this foroe being vearly parallel 1o the river, |
C'The Sixth Corps wis formad on lq'l' left of the .\‘ullh|
| Corpa, nearly parallel with the (ld Kiehmond Rowd, |
| and the ¥irst Corps on the Jeft of the Sizth. nearly at
| right tes with It ts lefs resting oo the river. The

plain below the town s Interruptod by bedpes and

1ah, and r,.i,"n.!lfltn']‘l-n to o cotsdderable extont, whieh gives good | Gibbon sdvanoed to Meade! i 9
. i ) l sude's right: 9:15 both
the | covering to an enemy, making it difenlt to mancuver | 1:nn anid Mende ‘Pr:‘drlltl'll lmgtl ﬂ:llilt ll.; hfmul:

UL
The ald Richmond road spoken of above runs from
ver, to a

| the town in a lne pearly pardllel with the ri

| poldmt near the Mattepouny, where it torns to the south
| nnd passes noar the right of the crest, or ridge whioh
runs o rear of the town, and was then voe

was necessary to occupy the extreme right of this crest,
which was designated on the map then in use by the
army o8 *'Ham iy A
Bx nipht of the 12, the troops wern all in position, |
and 1 vislied the difforent gommands, with 8 view to|
determining a8 to Mture movoments, The deloy ing
laving the bridges nd rendered some ehange in the |
plog of attack necespery, and the orders alrendy lasued |
were to bo superseded by new ones, . I8 was nfter mid [
oight when 1 retarned frowm visiting the different come |
mands, nnd dajlight of the Lak, 1 prepared the |
tollowing orders
ipgus Anxy ortne Porosac, Dee. 153=5:50a m
Fuaxkuay, commanding Left Grand Dhivivios,
f Phe b otomar
Gien lardie will cazry this disputeh to you, and remain
| with you during the dey, The Genersl Commandug directs
keep yout whole conmusmd in position for s rapid
wiil seed
ddtbheld, to
on this side
prortod aud |

|

ettt down tie old Hiehmoud rosd, and yo
t lewst, to puan bele
ghte prar Cnpt. Hna
hrp It w

i He bgs ordetod aoolber eolunm, of 8
Fiiw e Jen, Sumnet's cemiand |
terwection with tie tewgruph romd

divide, with & view 1o seiging the hights on
Holding those two Loghts. with the |

T

| hight ib Henubon's, will, he hopes, compel the |
| enewy puste the whole ridse between these poiote. ||
' by cultimng, distunt from esch other ‘l'IIhE

pravilillity of o collision of oir own
af in & general mmovement during the
ne nie lu your Tesr, sl
l-—:.l- Sumner and Hooker
v'lr VEEY snun,

ommund in readines o move

e, e ani ne th
watrbwotd, wh

{ powsilile, should be glven to e

Ny, v 1 L d 1 p honor te be, Uenerad,
tv resj eetfally, your vbediont servint,
Axo, G

Hogne .\m:v oF THR I'0TOMACL,

Mujor tiew. ¥ rasun, Commanding
L |
Tho (3 that yon extend tLe left of
on th (hen. Frank
W rasy die |
) |
& Giviebon ar

grapd
a7 ol the taw
by akiriu

bw ** Fraolt

b oand plak tosde wil
fo msave but will Bt miewe o the thiteral oom
(PR etk » with
Cirsutal, vty vos peatfilly

walchwaord
eni up the e

{

HEApGUARTERY AUMY OF THE | OTOMAC,
Ei-Ta
Criter [hmpion

v Rt

At yun plgee G
£ sitlin o ofess ot

L

s bl
1%

1t shit
19th 1

. Freuklin
o forees now uidder the e Franklin
cofiaisted of aboul G0 med, a8 shown by the morn-
ing repurts, and wae oot posed as foliows
Siath Cor - 24,040 men,

]

i

. . LNLRLE L A
—two IHvisinns 10 s
w=Purne’ Drivisicn 4 00 et

T 3 en,

Gen, Samucr bad shont 25 000 mmen, cowptisiug bie
uwe Gravd Division, exeept Daras's Division of the
Ninth Corpe.

Gen. Hooker's eommand was ghout 20000 strong
two of Gien, SMosemsn’'s divikoie kaving reporied o
Gen, Fraukbin
| Positive i1 formation had reached me that the snetoy
bad boilt o tew road in tear of the ridge ot orest Do
nenr Hamilton's 1o the telograpt rosd, along which
rond they communicated from one part wf their L
the other.  § ool 1 pussibile to welan W poing ¢
rond pear Mamiion'y, which would ot ouly divi
| enetny s forees Uy breaking their hne, but would Pl
Uur 1.'.;. on N positon o enabic us o mose 10 roar ol
the crest, apd wither furee (is ey soustion of the capitu
| intion of the forers socdpying it.

w the |

It was my ehtion, th ceee this point bed been
ndnid, to pusl Genn. Sumner and Houker ageinst the
| s oF the oroat, and prevent ut lenst the romoval of the |

| rttllery of the enemy in ease they sttempted o e |
The sbove urders were prepared 10 beomdauoe |
| with thesr vicwa, \
1t will e seen thet Gen, ¥Frankiin was directed to
wolee, i possilie, The Lights near Capt, Humiiton's,
i o wond at onee o column of sitack for that purposs, |
vomposed of 4 divison ot least, in the lead, well sop |
| ported, and to koep his while commatd s readivess 1o |
| move down the old Richmond roed. The olject of this |
| urder i elear,
1t was npoessary to seise this Might in order to en
able the remainder of his lorees to wove down the Old
| Richmond Koud, with 8 view of getting in rear of the
| emoms s Lie on the epest. He war vrdered to selae |
those ldghis, if poesible, npd to do ot et once. 1 went b |
!l copy ol the wrder to Gen, Sutiper, in which it wil |
b woen that L direed Gen. Sumners colnn sol o
| move until ke reecived orders from me; while e,
ien, Frankling wes ordered 1o move at onee.  The
movements wore not intended to be simulteneons. In |
Lgact 1 did not iotend to movo Gen, Sutner until 1
lenpned tbat Fraukhn wes about to gaim the highis |
nent Hambiton's, wiich 1 then supposed Lo was entirely
atie tode, 1 sent the order 1o Gen, Franklin by Geu.
Jas A, Hlnrdie, o member of my statf. 1t resched him
i w, . 1 vannot possibly give n more intelligest
Leenunt of e movements of Gen, Franklins commasd
that duy thon by copying fote this report the da
n, JLardie, which are wa follows |
oA e =t metnd Meade's division is 1o wnke |
our ledt, bot §0 s just peported that the |
afe sdvancing, lndcatlog au stis k ujlm'l

putchis ol Lir
Thws :

enriny's
wun proehiaon i ki

1.
wide just moved out; Double d.;_v i

muye, : s me—livurte Pperta
Hod it been determined (o cross st Spicker's |y % ¥ ivts buw wtgaged at chce with e |
Novk ' T abordd bute eudeavared, in vase of A | s e shismn . Lullery opening un .Ihmk probably B |

Lave moved (o the direction of Gulnness Station with 8 | position v (e limai road.
en phaying upon Heynolds’ sdvanies, in

040 K. =T wo batts
yrar of Lie hrst Hoe, canse bin to desist tie sdvanes. Tiey
pre on The Bowhiag Given yuid, vens the tiver. They mst be
shleniend bulore by can atce.  Livavy Brg in our fieot.

1w s Meaidy v asced balf o wile, sud Lolds ou utentry
| of wiwany in woods ia trot ol exteeine et | sloo in front of
Lo loowm, wo fat. of great luportunce. G, Viatou bedly,

bt not dangeronely wonnded,

Later.~Yeynolds bas boon !nn-rdlw devolop his whols ine
| —an atteck an-- futee uf enetay's Loaps vo oup left seoue
boble, o Jur an coni wow be Judged,  Sooeas bae boen
red Lo aross wie divislon to support our left. Report of
s fros Hin other slde of the fiver, that enny's
dewn the dvar on this side diriagthe
Howe's pickets reported poveiivite

wirme
CRvaiLy ;mti-l
Trinps Vel @ MOviLg
of the uight.

s passduig slong the crest of the Lilis fio right (o left w we
I'd{t;: :_' i —Gien, Minde's Hon le sdvancing lu the diretion |
{ ,-4,1..:...rlg:;g‘g.h:;:ﬂf battersl on lf}lnlll!l.l entilmling |
Mende, Heymuble has upedt S e oment.” Wil 1o |

port vet, Reynolde
it of funtry where battey s

purt In s few tomenis 4g i,
will roport sgalu la u Jew o

116 g ma—Hesvy ehzigeme
Munde 6 ssssulticg the hill;
relte
’ l.u?:n 1. m.—Meade ls i the woods in his front, seems o be
ahie to hold oo, Reyvolds will push Gibbou in if pecewor
The battery snd woids referted 1o tust be peer Tawliol
house. The Infeptry firlng i prodouged sud quite e
Tuimes ook well enough o weo in i wpirite,

1 p. to.— Meade Laving curried & purtion of the enei;
position i the woods, we bave 300 prlaonere Foems '+ bt
| teties on extresie left rotiied. T-méj wurk. Men hghiwell |
| tibbon has sdeaneed to Mesde's rizht. Mon fight well, driv- |

e snesy.  Mende has suflired sevarely,  Doublecy to

o aocordsnco wilh n sugktation of Les, g

WoH over L ponLeons 1o the otlier stiore as rapully 88| Megdes lef—nnt enguged.

poskibie to drive tho enemy from bis anl:l:“ho o the Ly e m—&?:im Nul: .‘tﬂ:::. Br‘um the wood.
1] o work was most rm ow P eneny Bleck

Fm"ﬁ,' ;}';.u e b M ichigan. 191b aad b | on the fve on Gibbon. slishitly wousded. " Gos Boyeid

puEsi
| abow why Gen Frank
suvapce.  When o communicated Lhe reply to me

| He b

| otk Turtle

| urnetd 1o LholT e

mortally wounded by a abell. Things do not look vo well on I army,

old'es front; still we'll have new troops in soon.
225 . m.—Diapatch recelved, quhlh?.will do
h;v lrmlp;t.l\llﬂ tn. Will rrpu{’!.unn nealn
1 w1 e=llrynol - t i
ths e m:'::v?-'al.»-m. 0 holdisig his own. Things
3240 po m=tiibbon s and Meade's dvidons are badiy used

1 Danbleday's division will replace
Meade's ne soon ne it ean be collecied, and, i it be done
In time, of gounie another attack will be made.  The
sueiny are in force 1n the woods, on our |eft toward Hamil.
ton's, and ere threstening the satety of that portion of vur
line.  They seem to huve detachad 8 partion of their fores to
our front, where Howe snd Hrooks sre now engaged.  Hrooks

this slternoon.

lins soetie prisomers, and i down to the railrmad, Just e soon |

i the beft fe eafe oer forces biorn will be prepared for o froot
K. Inidevd we sre
pleassnt

|
Eie best. dusy' cooked rations, with ten days'

than the throwing of the bridges in the fuce of the | p, and | tear ancilar sdvence on the siegy 0 our belt con | worth

and T decided to ma¥a another movement against
On the 26th « Docember I ordered three
supply in the
| wagons, togethier with s supply of forage, beef vattle,
ammuniiion and otber stores. aud for the entire army to
'be ready to move ot twelve bours’ notice. 1t is not
while to give the detalls of this intended move.
1t will be enough to suy that the oavalry had
orders were

the enemy.

ment,
|n1rundy started upou it, and the neoess

{;ﬂpﬁml for a!l the forces, when I received from the
| Prestdent s dispateh in the following words:

| “ | bave gootl + wsons for saying that you mustnot make
| pote ral wovement without bret leiting me kuow of it

1 at unee countermnnided the order and procceded to
 Washington, and was told by the 1'rerident that some
Cgeneral ofieers of my command had represented to
Bim thnt the army was not in condition to move, und
| e wan indaced by their statement to telegraph we as

18
4 -:]"‘ ) hl"‘ L, -a:dl in -‘.\:. oul luft rront, | he did,

an attack on oar ba'teries in front has been pepoleed :anew | Soin gfer th o which was

wteark baw been opened on oot etk but the lefy iy eale, though !go fm,:::;:hla [;01|;:"th:’: f;:?n:):tttmlg'i m:ﬂd the

it “. ton late to sdvance eibher to the Jeft or frond.
From these dispmthes it will bo seen that one of the
smallent divimons of the command,Gen, Moade's, Jed the

attack; at % o'clock, it moved with Doubleday’s Invision |

in wupport; ue 11 o'clock it had been woved @ half wile,
aud halted withont serious loss., Une of Stopeman's
Divistons ordored neross—at 12 o'cloek this Divielon

e in the direetion 1 proscribwd in my
Sirst order to Gen. Franklin, At ) o'elock p.om., the
eneimy opened & buttery, enfilading Meade—at 1:15
infantry was heavily eogaged, nud Meade assoulied the
Litl; wt 1225 heyenrried tho woods in his front, and
soemed nble to hold his ground, and Gibbon would sup-

1, spaulding, who had eharge | Cotps was on the left of the Second Corps, avd cone | w " i g ety i 0
N { information, | pectid with Gen, Fraoklin's right st I'.kl-rp Run, the lm': :'L:n‘:::ili‘:r-‘:lu B L N T l

| entire command for that purpose; but owing to 8
(#evere aturm, which rendered the the woods almost
impassable, together with other obstacles, T wus foreed
Lo return the army to its old position,

Many difficulties bad presented themselves to me in
the exerolen of the command of this army. I was the
firat ofticer to take chrrge of it, after its first eom
mander had been relleved; T bad uot been identitivd
|with it in the Pemnsular campaign, and wus opac-
nuainted with a large portion of its cificers, The sen-
| ot was very Tur advaneed, which rendered all military
| movements preearious.  ‘The army bad not been paid
| fur severnl months, which caused great dissstisfaction
pmote the soldiers and thelr friends at home, and in.

il ne : 4L 3 ’
pore if noovssay: st 1:40 oar men drave the enemy ol | Cot o number of desertions to s fearful extent,

225 Franklin d¢id bie best; at 3p, m,, things looked
DBettor, and at 3:40 Gibbon's mnd Meade's 1ivisinne were
badly used v i

o,

From Gie

foom S m, till 1:15 p. mo In eonsequence of the
stunliness of ki Disinion, and the nbaence of immedinte
and nvallobie supports, he was forcod to make frequent
hnlts fun the purpose of protecting his tunks aod &
Inteing the cuimy's artille but onee jo position, his
Invision moved foyward with (lie ntmost gallantry.

He broke tho enemy's lue, ¢

crest, nnd estahlisbed himself at the desired potot on
the crest; and bad be been wble to hold it our forces
would have had free passsge to the rear of tho eoemy's
line along the erest,  The supports which the opders
contemplated were not with bim, aod be founl himself
niross the coems's hme with flanks unproteeted.  He
dispntehed maft offioers to Geow, Gibbon and Bieney,
urging them to advance to bis right and left in support
of bis flanks; bat, betore the arrival of these divisions,
be was foresd to witadraw from bis ndvanced posttion
with his line broken. These two divisions met his dis
vislon e it was retrenting, and, by their gallant fight-
g, nided materindly in its sufe witharnw ul,

A unsncecastul effurt was inde to reform the divi-
ston, after which it woas mar
in reserve.  Gen, Mesde and his troops deserve groeat
eridit for the skl aud beroisw disployed on this occa.
wiot, their brave eflurts deserved better sucross, which
doubtless would have attended them, bad be been = well

skiim |
s informed by
in torn Weg
. I u

1t e ade was vory

. lvirn
abltess of the
posersd his aurpries that nooe ol Gen
pat inte the Heit. 18 was b
wrrived with my geport ot Hesdquators
1, M. Lypws, Captosud A, BLC

1 v sewt Capt. Cottn with an erder to Gen Prank.

1in o wdvaies kin right and  front,

in, nud the Gereral
st mdvanee; upon which he refusned

Fran

but be
siriurd

pays thel my reply Wus, *
miivancn.” 1 then sent Cape,

with ap vrder which the fullowing statement will ex- { which e

pindr
1 wae cont on the

with my cutnpl
wi'k

ne mhout 14
en. Frasklin is

1 bina bef

tirde miapt

bights ki atilly in bils fro
Gen, banner's Corp, waa b

11 webwk, ‘b the hope Chat Froukiin would toake such |
wh pnpression upol the vovmy ax would eouable Liw |
Suminer) o earry the enemy’s Hne near the telegraph |
of haste, 1|
veted Giep, Sumber to commence his attuck, | Wt the places Drst seiec

4 the 1m purtance

Vool

nl
how

| plsnk ronds,

coee with my dnstruetions. dlrected bis troops to be
poeldd im rewdivess for the attuck. but not to move with
orders from b, The enemy was strongly
¢ the crest in bis front, covered by ritle pits
aud battesien, which pave him » eomimanding sweep of
e proud over wbich our tvops bad o pass. 1 sup
posed, when 1 orderod Gen, Suwoer to attack, that
Ge. Frouklin's attack on the left would buve been
ot by lorw Geen, Bumner » wen woakd e engoped, and
vould buve causedd the eaomy to weaken Lis torecs ju
front of Gen, Sumuoer, asd 1 therelore boped 1o break
throtgh their lnew at this point It sulsequently ap
oared that this attack bad not been made ul the time
ot Bumuer woved, and, when it was finelly made,
proved w0 be o such swall furce, as to have bisd Bo per-
mapent offect upon the enemy’s line,

Gen, Sumner's order directed the troops of Gen.
Combs's Corps to commenon the attack; Fronels -
vinbon Jed, supported by Haneock, sud Loally by How.
ard, Two divieione of Wileox's Corps (Sturgis's and
fietts’s) participated In the attack, Never did men
fight tuore persistently than this brave grond Divishon
of Geo. Sutmner, The officers wid wen secmed o be
inwpired with the lofty courage nnd determived apirit

o bl e

| of thuir noble commnnder; but the position was tod

stroog for them, 1 beg to refor to the tepart of Gen,
Samuer for o more extended aeconnt of the working of
Lie command, snd the Cavalry Divislon unuer Gen,
Plonsarton.

At 130 p m. Tordered Gen, Hooker to support Gen,
Sumuer with his command, seon sller receiviug the
opder, b (G 3L seot an sid-de-cawp o me with n
staterient that he did wot think the atisck would be
wocereaful 1 directed him to make the assasil.  Some-
time afterward Gen, Jooker catne to i Ji beron with
ihe sume statement, 1 teitersted wy order, which be
then proceeded to obey. ’

The atternoon was gow well pdvaneed.  Gew, Frank-
lin bedore this bad been [-m.ti!-n-ll, urdered to attack
with his whole furee, aud 1 hoped befure sundown to
pave broken thruugh the enemy s line, This order was
not curpied out, At4 o Gen, Humphreys was di
rected to sttack, Gen Sykes's Invision Woving iu eup-
port of Humphaeys' pight. AL these men funght with
duetermbsed courage, but without seccess Gew, Hom-

Lreys W8 colppleuvus for Lis gallantry throughout
the wetiog,

Our furces Lnd boen
pecesvary 1o louk upon the duy’s work s a f
15 wut pleazant to dwell upan these results even ag thin
distanee of tiwe, aud 1 have, therefore, been Lhus brief
o wy stotetment of thew.

From the uight of the 13th until the night of tho 15th,
our meu beld thelr positions.  Sometding was done in
the way of lutrenching, and some angry akirmishing
and punoying artillery Bring was indulged in in the
e antie.

1 dirveted preparations to be made for another attack
on Lhe morning of the ldth, Laf, for reasons not
puressary o montion bere, 1 countormn ed the erder,

O the hght of the 15th 1 deelded to remova the ary
{0 the nortl shle of the river, and the work was apcom-
plished withent loss of new or matrinl, Thereports of
the Gaand Livision Com lers givo the details of this
povement. My sid-deocatap, Major W Cutting, re-
waltrd on the south sido until the lust of the troops

nsed over, il reportod Lo we ab daslight that the
|'.r..15.-. wore being takeo up. The Grand Div Iwbotun re
welive positions.

O the 15k of lllepemlm-r 1 made areport to Gen.
oivek, which be warked “G" in the appendix. I
toier to tbls Locause it was undersiood by maoy that
L wan wWritlon at the suggestion of the Jiesident or
Coeretury of War, Such is uot the fuct, It wam writ
won at o besdiguaiters, widhout ponsubtation with suy-
Dy outwide of wy own personal stall, bud is eorrect
all parti ula

™.
Jmmeidiat iy after the
Mupjor Win. U

nilure,

engugemont on the 13th T sent
ddard with d hes to Washiog
auil on forwarded others by Col.

Tollow ing morniong
| fnwall, requestiog thew both to give to the
lmidw'w‘i:nmw.. slon of W

were ol enee commenced (o refil the

Calbe |

Moado's report, it sevinn that be had great |
. - d by the | diflentts in getting hin eommand tuto position to as- |
enemy in furce. In order to pass down thin rond, it sault the hill, ‘The time oodnpiod for thot purjpose was |

tured many ||rlm||u-rl|
and colurs, erossed the road that tan in rear of the/

i 1o the rear and bold |

i 12y |

Capt Cutts states |
in bis wote bouk that he oartied the order to Gen, |®

ridd to him that it was im | W
1 to o to | crosshi g of our whole torce st Fredricksborg. And

in theught it was impossibio to | )| boped by rapidly throw
b | nt thet place to separge, by o vigorous etteck, the

Gen, Frankliv) must |
sisen, Frankin | bebind, and op the vrests lo the rear of the town, in

o this sent toGien, Fraskls an erder by |
ctite bim to make su sttuck wpon the |

d o pewition until after |UNAY

wlrondy brenesd Bin orders, Lbut bad, in secord- | IRAT sUCCCEs,

andd in whort, there was mueh gloom and despondency

ot | thronghout the entire command,

W hien to this is added the fact that thers wos o lnck
o oo the part of many of the officers in my

| of confidene

thting was guitg oB 0 | ity go handle the arsg, it doss pot seem  so BETROEY

that success did not attend my cfforts. Tmnde four dis-
tinet attompts between the th day of November, 1802,
avid the 25t day of January, 1863, The firet fuiled for
want of pontootia; the second was the batie of Freder-
lekaburg; the thisd was stopiped by the Pressdent; and
tho fourth was defeated by the elements aod other
ChUkrs,

After the last attompt to move, T was, on the 25th day
Lol Iu.?‘lry. 1803, relloved of the command of the Army
of the Potumag,

1 am not disposed to eomplain of my lack of sneeens
Lin the cxprelse of the commnnd, and in view of the glo-
| vints resnlts which bave sinee sttended the movements

| of this gullant army, I am quite williog to believe that
| my pemornl wis firr the best,
The coutsge nod horoism displayed by the army ot

| the battle of Frederickaburg hns not been exeellod dur-
{ing the war, and tne memories of the hiave otlicers and
[ men who fell on that field will ever be cherished and
Lonored by n grateful coantry.

To the staff ofticers of my headquarters and to those
wentlomen who wo kindly volunteered their servicos for
the day, I am indebied fur their cheerful and hearty co-
operation and nssistance, The great numbers wiieh
neceasarily compuscd the stall reader it impossibile to
| individustize, and for fear of doing injustice by meking
tmpropor distinetiops, 1 must content mwyself with stuply
ttluml ng them i on body,

The Hat of casunitivs, ae shown by the reports of the
Grand Divislon communders, were as given below, 1
would state that a large proportion of the wonnds were

supported. allght, not requiriug hospital attent) d
No further attempt was twade to carry this poidt in | ot oq £ hosp tettlon, and many re-
the woat, Stousman's (wo illu‘ilmr.m:t li'.rl'll"}l and {Jihﬂ::lfi:}ll:\‘jﬁ;l:.‘gdh SpEagpiars, s relarnad
Sickies's, were colispleuous in their successful resist- | Riwht ‘(‘r ud‘}!l'ri.lion
wege of the vneiny whon he endeasored to take advant g Killed,  Woonded.  Minsl
age of the dinorganization attendlng the retrent from | Bapond Carps = My !:L“‘U ’;‘J“
our extremne advance of Mende's Divislon, 1 beg 1u] Niuth Corps 3SR I U 1,030 Yt
refer to the report of Gen, Stoneman for n fu‘rirm:hﬂu- ] i T TS Nud2td —
derstanding of the wovement of these two divislons, | " Y P
Gen. Doubleday's Divimon perfurmed good serviee in | Total...... .'Dé.fjr;;dt;friaieud'.m Ll
realstisge the witnek of the enemy ot our cxtremn left, | x Killed. Wonnded. Minin
The ner iy ing teport of Gen, Re M will pive | Pirst Corpe... a @ it .l’_'“;'
more In deful] the work of Goo, Meade's, Doubleday's | Sixth Corps. .. g o
and Gribleen s tioops. P P p———
The Sixth Corpe, the strorgest and one of the ot | Totad.ooeonr s cvvenee. U971 o007 633
el It the mrmy, sommavded by Gon, W, F, Smith, | Center Girand Dividion
wik bt geriousty ehgaged bo auy atteck during the day, | Rilled  Wonnded.  Mislog
as in stated o Lis teport.  Nelther was the division of | Fifih Corpe. ... e 1,654 564
Gen. B of the Ninth Corps, which was unider the | Third Corps. ... S 14 T4 19
it AL f Gien. Franklin at that time. | s S A
The repart of Gien. Fraaklin will prve the movements | THR): s cvnsmvrsonisssne SO o, s 55
of the Jeft Girand Diviston mere in detall, including she Recapitnintion,
eavalry division of Brig.Gon Bayord. Rillod.  Wonnded, Misleg
1t noay be woll to state timt st 10 & w, Teant Capt. | Right Grand Division...... 4l U ™
.M. Ledig of tir Staff to Gon, Fronklin, to areertaln | Leit Grand Division . 3i1d 2,0 (]
e candition of #fatrs in ks front, ne I wes anxiously | Center Grand Division.... 316 20 i
eapeoting to Lear that the BHL pear Hemiitouw's had been _— -— —
[Emsried. Capr. Lydip's writton statement s us follows: | Totaboco.. vonoieaesa b U0 4,02 9,145
1 i ¢ trees in (he contar of | 1 Bave the bonar to be, very respectiully, your obed|-

A.
e Higis ARMY OF THE Iinomac, Dee.
w | MajorGen, H., W, HALLECK, Generalein-Ciief, Waaking:

E. Bursgpe. Late Major-General.

enl survant,
T i

row, D Cix
1 buve the bonor to offer the fullowing reasons fur

roved ar 1 g the arwy of the Potomae across the Rappaban-

| noek sooner than wis suticipated by the President,
| Beeretary, or yourself, and for crossing at s palnt il
ferent from the oo indicated to you at our lust weet
| e nt the Preslleat’s,

During my preparations for crossiog at the place 1
Dok b list pelovied, | discovered Lot the enemy hind
| thrown o large portion of Lis forco dewn the river aod
whore, thus weakening his defonses in front; and 1
thought 1 discovered that Le did not anticipate the

ing the whole command over
forees of the enewy wn the river below froim the forces

wst wir ghould fight bim with grest advantage

o our fiavor.

Todotiis we had to galo & hight on the extreme
{ right of the orest, which hight commanded & new rosd,

Intely bullt by the enamy for purposes of more rapid

commnnication along bis Loes, which point galned, his
[ positions aloug the erest wonld have been scaresly
Il.rh'llulc‘ and he would have been drven from thew
[ vasl'y by ai attack on his frout, in counection wich &

wovetnent in rear of the crest,

How uear we eame to nccom plishing our objoet further
reports will show, But for the fog and unespected aud
oiduble delay in bullding the bridges, which gave
the enetuy four hours more to concentrate his furces in
his strong positions, we  would almost gertalnly have
sucoeeded ; in which case the battle would Lave bieen,
In wy eplslon, fur wore decisive than If we had crossed
ted. As il was, We¢ came vory
Faling in sccomplishing the maln ob-
Joct, we remniued in order of lll.llllo two dayy, long
enotirh to deetde that the enemy would not come oot of

| his stronehold and fight we with bis iofantre; aftor
| which we recrossed to this hde of the river unmolested,

repulsed st all polnts and it wr in
t

bat | Reymond, w

and withont the loss of men or Ugh

As the day broke our long line of troops was seen
marching to thelr different positions ua if going oo pe-
rmlr-l;:ut tho least demorslization or disorganization
existen,

Tu the brave officers and soldiers who acoomplished
the feat of this recrossing in the tuce of the enemy, 1
owe eversthing.

For the failure in the nttack T am responsible, ns the
extreme gollsntry, courage snd eodurance whown by
thewm wis never exeeeded, aud would have carriod the
puing, if possibie.

To the familes and friends of the dead, 1 can only
oftor my heartfeit sympatby; but for the wounded 1 can
olfer my prayers for thelr comfort and final recovery,

e fuct that 1 decided o move from Warrenton on
to this line, eather agninst the opinion of the President,
Socretary snd yourself, and that yoo have left the whole
wanagement 0wy haods without giving orders,
mskes o the more responsibie,

1 will visit you very soon aud give you more definite
information. and ﬂunllr will send you my detailed re.
port. in whieh s special acknowledgment will be wade
of the servives of the different Grasd Divislons, Curpa,
and my eral nud perronal Statt, Departwents of the

|

cases, & divoree suit now pending between quite  well-

|known literary gentleman avd his wife, nd & number

| of cases growing out of the increasing lustability of the
marriage relations,

'FROM THE MISSOURI T0 THE PACIFIC—28.

Beise City—Street Scenes—Ilow the Cnpi-
tal was Bemeoved—Chicf Mining Dis-
tricts of Idade—Fart Boeise—The Nol-
diers and the Feolans—Rusecurity of
Life—Disnpion Sentiments—A Pan-
gent Old-Time Parson—Experiences of
New 'Territoriea—A Californian on
Manging—Trip to Owyhee—Whisky
Lost—A Disgusted Passenger—Drear-
iness of the Deseri—* Forest Grove”
and ¢ Cold Springs”—An Indian Fight
—Dariog of the Savages—Boonville—
Ruby City—Gov. Lyen—A Freutier
“ Recoption.”

From Our Special Correspondent.

Bowe Crry, Idado, Saturday, Nov, 11, 1805,

Boise, capital, commereisl metropolis, and
geographical eenter of Idaho, is not a mining town, and
therefore the mountains do not jvelose it.  Thesmooth,
level valley of Boise River, 50 miles long and from four
to six in width, haa little green grass and no trees
save n Lrokenline of cottonwoods fringing the banks;
bt with irrigation it produces the wmall grains and
root vegetabies fo great abundance. From vhis beanti-
tul valley-plain Bolse City bLas driven the hostiie
Indians,and in three years gained a population of 1,500,
Its Uroad, level, trecless avennes, with their low,
white, verandabed trading-houses, log cobins, and new,
naked cottages, and their ever-slifting panorams of
wagons, conches, Indians, miners, farmers and specu-
lators, remiod one of a prairio town in Kansss or Ne-
braskn

It was made the eapital after one of thoss bitter con-
flicts through which all Territories pass just s fuevi-
tably ug children take the measles, The Legislature
removed the eeal of Government from Lewiston, which
is ouly six miles from the extreme western border, and
the line of Washington Territors, by nearly a two-
thirds vote, and Gov. Lyon approved the bill. Lewls-
ton pronounced this lllegal; & Probute Judge lssuod o
writ of ne exear, forbidding the removal of the seal and
srchives; o United States District Judge, after finul
trial, decided that Lewiston was the capital The
Lewistonians srmed and drilicd; some thresteped tho
Governor's life; all declared war,and bloodshed seomed
unsvoldable. The courts here mever reversed their
decisions, but the people bave, Here are the seal and
nrchives: and the peaceabl 1of the capital has
received universal acquiescence. As Webster sald of
Hayne: * It is not the first tioe in the history of human
nffairs that the vigor and success of the war have not
quite come up to the lofty asd sounding phrase of the
manifesto,”

Within o bundred miles of Bolse are pearly all the
present  population and mining districts of Idaho.
1. The Buise Basin region, of which Idabo clty, 35 miles
northesst, is chief town, The * Basin,” a decp, saucer-
Ik truct smong the mountaios, 25 miles in diameter
{row rim to rim, contains some goud ledges of goid-
brariog quartz, and the largest and richest placer dig-
glugs, The placer gold 1 five snd beautiful, worth §15
to 815 per ounce. The tract has little farming land, but
{s heavily timbered with noble pines. 4. Alturas county
—~ghlef town, Rocky Bar, 95 miles northeast—embraces
abundant pasturage and vegetable jands, including
;reat Knmmas and Little Kammas prairies, the largest
andl almosat the only portlonsof Idaho giving any agri-
cultural promise, Here are few placer mines, and guid
of luferior quality; but the Red Warrior, Hocky Bar,
Voleano, Yuba and other districts are rich in quarts
lodes, both gold and sliver, 3, Owyhee County, 70 miles
south, with very little farmieg land or placer grid, in.
oludes three fourths of the present quartz-mining in the
Torritory, and the richest and most sbandant lodes of
gold and ellver-bearing rock ever found in the United
States, Wur Eagle, Flint, Mammoth and Cinssbax
are the privcipal distriets; sud the chief trading point
is n stroggling strip of town, five or six miles long,
ealled Boonville at ope end, Silver City st the other,
and Ruby Clty in the middle.

Boise Clty is overlooked by Fort Dolse, established in
164, and most beautiful of all vur frontier posta, excepd
Yort Davis in Texas. It has & noble parade ground,
surrcupded by tasteful bulldings of sandstope. It s
garrisoned by solid, well-kuit veterans of the l4th
Regular Infantry, bearing honorable seurs, The other
evenlog, after witnessing their oreditable dress parade,
(ioy, Lyon briefly addressed them. They applsaded
all he sald of the late Nuational conflict, and greeted his
allusion to the Feniaus with such o tremenduous ont-
burst of cheers that 1 suspect every man of them be-
longs to that mysterious and ernptive organimtion,

The next day, in o quarrel about & wowan, on the
prineipal strest of the city, & Spaniard was shot dead.
It hardly excited & moment's attention. With & ma-
Jority of sober, industrions, law-abiding settlers, Idabo
bas also many late Rebel soldiers and Mlssouri runs-
ways and the worst desperndoes from California, Ne-
vada, Oregon and Montans. Doring the war the Cop
perhends were stronger and more offensive bero thar
in any other Western State or Territory, and the pres
ont Legislatare contains Just three Unlon members
The remark of old Parson Strong of Hartford, in the
days of Jeflerson, was certainly founded on s wide ob-
servation of human nature. Charged with saying that
ull the Democrats were horse-thieves, be raplied: It
in o slander; 1 never sald anytbiog of the kind, But
what I do say, snd what I can prove, is that all the
Lorse thieves are Democrats,” Nearly every one goes
armed, deadly affrays are lamentably frequent, and
the criminal laws practically inoperative. There have
been scores and scores of murders, but no man has
evor been executed. Unless the laws are soon
efficient, some peculiarly flagrant homicide will
late the people into banging s dosen or twoof the
criminals and banishing the rest, through the swift,
terrible vengeance of 8 Vigilance Committee,

Our pew States, in their early bistory, sbow bow
suttlers and settlements are governed by natural laws

Army ‘.m Potomse, o whom 1 sm so mueh indeb
for thelr hearty suppoit and eodperation,

I will mld bore that the movement was madoe earlier
than you expecied, wud after the Presldent, Seoretary
and yoursell requested me Dot Lo be in haste for the
reanon that we were supplied much sooner by the differ:
ent St Depurtivents then was antelpated when I
lust saw you.

Our killwd amounted to 1152, Our wounded about
w000, Our prisoners ubout 700, which bave been paroled
and exchanged for about the same numbor taken :i us,

T wounded were all removed to this side of the
river befure the evacustion, and are being well oared
for, nud the dead wers all burled uuder a fag-of-truce,

The sargeon reports & much larger proportion than

Just an i ble and irresistable as those which con-
trul the sousons of the earth or the tides of the sea.
Fuch hus its period of Democratio asoendesoy. it
fovers of specolation, ita inflations and reactions, 1
bitter coutests about locating the copital. Eachelects
some of its woakest und most corrupt men to office,
and, sooner or later, is driven into purging Heelf of

thieves and murderers th the application of
law. In California. receu

wiser thun many who Lave s
leas, Summoned as 8 ju
Judq asked him the usual question:

m: oll;nhstl wounds, Lt30 only being t d fu
tals.

1 to the army st th
1am glad to represent ¥ o present time

n.

Thanking the Government for that entl

and eonfidence whivch 1 have mn{- mm:l‘ '}m
it, I remnin, Goueral, very respectfully, your obedient

survant, % - E. Buassiox,
Major Gen. Com, Army of the Potomae,
L )

Tue Covrts rorR Maron.—Owing to the
length of the case at present occupying the Special
Term of the Supreme Court, and the fact that Judge
Sutherland necessarily bolds Speclal Term il {ts con-
clusion, the assignments for this Court have not been
definitely fixed, except that the Chambers will be beld
by Judge Baruard, und for some time, at least, one of
the Ciromts—Part Il—by Judge Foster. lu the Su-
perior Court, Justicos Garvin and Monell will Lold the
I'rinl Term; Justioe Barbour the Term, aud
Justices Jones. MeCnon, and Chisf-Jpstice Robertson |
the Goneral Torm.  In the Oommon Pleas, Judge Car-
dovo will bold the Special Term, and the otbor two
Judges the Trial Terms. The Marine and minor State
Contts will coutinue as ysual. The United States Cir-
cuit and Distriot Courts will both extend their terms
wver the present month, ‘The ¢+ now ing the
Specinl Termw of the Supreme Court is that of Curpen.
ter, excoutor, &e., agh and another, n cuse
nlroady roportad in part, aud which is lnteresting iy
VArGUS Asprote,  AnIuleresting ease against the late
United Stctes lllslrlu!-d\.lmnrl]. E. eld Smith, 1
now on the day ewlendar, sud likely to be reachod ot o
very early duy. Tho cass of s oy J
no doubs, it tried, uce develop-
the laity of the lerary

ments very intores

verid B¢ inepe may bo added, amens the

seripies aboat capital
replied: 1 have in uﬂwm’}i w
tered by a Vigllance Committee

Ferryiu
tha i‘lt{u
whisky from our coach,
of the ngers, The

regret, which, if w

ﬁ.mﬂmh that land|
return to Tdaho withio the year,
Lim k & wholeaalo
well-selerted assortment
on the bul-:dml wie

suppoacd lady beside him,
mous shawl: bat daylieht

Wwas o coloted man abd brother—s ‘“T-‘
dimuwhlmnan“u:w ﬂll-llhﬂll-lg L
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